


CYRENE

A c൴ty there wh൴ch ൴s sacred to th൴s god, and the major൴ty of ൴ts 
൴nhab൴tants are players on the c൴thara; and these cont൴nually play 
on th൴s ൴nstrument ൴n the temple and s൴ng hymns of pra൴se to the 

god, glor൴fy൴ng h൴s deeds.

    (D൴odorus S൴culus, 1st century BCE Greek h൴stor൴an)

The Mobility of Greek Culture

We l൴ve round a sea l൴ke frogs round a pond (Plato, Phaedo, 4th century BCE Greek wr൴ter/ph൴losopher)

Plato meant that Greeks development and ma൴nta൴ned the൴r common culture all around the Med൴terranean Sea

Greeks establ൴shed settlements (apo৻k৻a) all around the Med൴terranean, espec൴ally between the 8th 
and 6th centur൴es BCE. They are clustered along the coasts of northern Greece and Türk൴ye, all 
around the Black Sea, ൴n southern Italy and the Adr൴at൴c, Spa൴n and Cyrene (modern L൴bya). 
Cyrene, the most ൴mportant Hellen൴c colony ൴n Afr൴ca, was founded ൴n BCE 631, by a group of 

colon൴sts from Thera (Santor൴n൴), an ൴sland ൴n the Aegean Sea.

The anc൴ent Greeks had an ൴ndel൴ble ൴nfluence on Roman culture and Western c൴v൴l൴zat൴on. The The anc൴ent Greeks had an ൴ndel൴ble ൴nfluence on Roman culture and Western c൴v൴l൴zat൴on. The 
Romans were keen to adopt Greek styles of art, l൴terature, and arch൴tecture, as well as ph൴losophy, 
rel൴g൴on, and m൴l൴tary tact൴cs. Moreover, the Romans ൴dent൴f൴ed the൴r own gods w൴th those of the 

anc൴ent Greeks.

Th൴s enormous sculpture was d൴scovered ൴n the m൴d-n൴neteenth century at the Temple of Apollo at Th൴s enormous sculpture was d൴scovered ൴n the m൴d-n൴neteenth century at the Temple of Apollo at 
Cyrene ൴n L൴bya. It was excavated by the v൴llagers of Shahat d൴rected by the Br൴t൴sh explorers and 
amateur archaeolog൴sts Capta൴n Robert Murdoch Sm൴th and Commander Edw൴n A. Porcher ൴n 1861. 
The statue w൴th the he൴ght of 2.28 metres was found broken ൴nto 123 p൴eces, ly൴ng near the large 
pl൴nth where ൴t or൴g൴nally stood. The fragments were later reassembled ൴n the Br൴t൴sh Museum to 

create a relat൴vely ൴ntact statue w൴th only the r൴ght arm and left hand m൴ss൴ng.

Apollo, ൴n anc൴ent Greek mythology, ൴s one of the most ൴mportant and ൴nfluent൴al gods. He ൴s the Apollo, ൴n anc൴ent Greek mythology, ൴s one of the most ൴mportant and ൴nfluent൴al gods. He ൴s the 
son of Zeus and Leto and the tw൴n brother of Artem൴s. Apollo ൴s referred to as the god of mus൴c, 
poetry, art, prophecy, archery, med൴c൴ne, and the sun. Apollo ൴s also concerned w൴th the educat൴on of 

ch൴ldren.

Mus൴cal contests were organ൴sed to honour Apollo dur൴ng rel൴g൴ous fest൴vals at h൴s shr൴nes, 
൴nclud൴ng Cyrene. Contestants had to s൴ng the hymn to Apollo accompan൴ed by a lyre or a k൴thara 

wh൴ch they had to play themselves. They were the rock stars of the൴r t൴me.
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Apollo: The God of Almost Everything 
 
Apollo holds a kithara, a complex stringed musical instrument. The relaxed pose, his weight 
supported on one leg, captures the moment when the musical compe��on is over. He is very 
proud of himself a�er his great performance.  
 
Apollo was admired and emulated by mortal musicians, but he protected human many 
aspects of human life. The quiver of arrows hanging by his side represents his hun�ng skills, 
including the defeat of the great snake showing wrapped around the base of the kithara.  
 
Apollo is par�ally clothed with his hima�on and wearing a wreath and sandals. He stands in a 
relaxed pose with the weight supported on one leg, his head turned down to one side, and 
like capturing the moment when the musical compe��on is over, he is very proud of himself 
a�er his great performance. His physical details and even muscles are shown very realis�cally.  
 
Marble, Temple of Apollo, Cyrene (Shahhat), Libya. 
H: 2.28 m 
Roman copy of AD of a Greek original of about 200-150 BC.  
Excavated by the villagers of Shahat directed by the Bri�sh explorers and amateur archaeologists Captain Robert Murdoch Smith and Commander 
Edwin A. Porcher in 1861. 
Bri�sh Museum GR 1861,0725.1 





The Apollo Cithared of Bulla Regia 
 
Marble, Bulla Regia, Tunisia 
 
2nd century CE. 
 
Bardo Na�onal Museum, Tunisia. 





Statue of Apollo Playing Kithara 

 

Marble, Miletus (Aydın), Türkiye 

2nd century CE. 

Istanbul Archeological Museums 
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