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Rai Label

Title: Rai; Limestone money

Country of origin, culture, date: Yap, Caroline Islands, Micronesia; Yapese; 1900-1940

Provenance:

Material: Limestone

Brief commentary: This Yapese stone money called Rai represents centuries of shaped megaliths with
stones dating as early as 600 AD. Quarried on the island of Palau, Rai were transported some 450 km
by boat and could stand at 4m tall and weigh up to 9 tons. Rai were used in major transactions and
its value was dependent on size, shape, and quality. Too large for the home, Rai can be found in
communal areas for all to see.

Donor, lender, bequest: Beasley Collection

Registration number: Oc1980,Q.928
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Distance trail Display
 Palau to Yap

Exhibition purpose: To represent people and currency

Mission statement: To challenge mainstream understandings of
currency and value by centering the cultural, historical, and
social significance of Yapese stone money (Rai)
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***This interpretation is to represent the people and culture of Yapese - Their customs,
their voices, their narratives***
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3D replica display wall

***This interpretation is to educate visitors on the purpose and background on Rai stone
- Social transactions, ownership exchange and how Rai stone challenges the western

ideology of currency***
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***This interpretation is to educate visitors on the harvest and the travel journey of
Rai stone - from palau to yap island. Distance trail around Rai display.***



Currency value
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***This interaction table includes activities for both adults and children. 
weight is to determine the weight of Rai stones and clay to make their own stone ***
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