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 كرسي مطوي                        

By the New Kingdom, the folding stool had become                      
a fashionable piece of furniture in both homes and tombs.
This par�cular stool, likely from the tomb of a wealthy
individual, reflects the high level of cra�smanship in Egyp�an
furniture making. It features legs ending in carefully carved
duck or goose heads, inlaid with ivory, symbolizing a new life.
Traces of its original leather seat remain. Remarkably, folding
stools con�nue to be used in Egypt today. 
   

New Kingdom (1550-1069 B.C), Thebes (Luxor now), Egypt, Wood /Ivory, EA2477.    

�
�حلول الدولة الحديثة، أصبح ال�ر�� القا�ل لل�� قطعة أثاث شائعة ��

ة أحد الأفراد المنازل والمقابر. وُ�رجح أن هذا ال�ر�� �ان ضمن مقت��ات مق��
� صناعة الأثاث الم�ي

ا من الحرف�ة �� الأث��اء، ح�ث ُ�ظهر مستوى عال��
� أرجله بنحت �مثل رؤوس �ط أو إوز، مطعمة �العاج، ر�ما ترمز القد�م. وتتم��
إ� الح�اة الجد�دة. ولا تزال �قا�ا جلد المقعد الأص�� واضحة. والجدير

� م� ح�� اليوم. 
�الذكر، أن ال�را�� المط��ة ُ�ستخدم ��

   .EA2477 ،الدولة الحديثة (١٥٥٠ - ١٠٦٩ ق.م)،طيبة (الأقصر الآن)، مصر، خشب/ عاج
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Sit Like Egyptians



Sit Like Egyptians



Folding Stool, Thebes (Luxor now), Egypt, New Kingdom (1550-1069 B.C). 
Made of wood, inlaid with ivory.
Probably from the tomb of an important and wealthy individual, the stool reflects the high level of craftsmanship
in ancient Egyptian furniture-making.
Department of Egypt & Sudan, EA 2477, Gallery 61.
© The Trustees of the British Museum.



The Folding Stool’s Journey: 
Made with Skill, Treasured Forever



Characters

Seno – The head carpenter. He leads the workshop and knows how to make fine furniture.

Nefru – Seno’s curious daughter. She loves learning how things are made.

Mahi – A nobleman preparing for his afterlife. He orders a special folding stool.

The Workers – Skilled hands who each have their own role in making the chair.

The Mother – Nefru’s kind and supportive mother at home.
 



"In Thebes, by the Nile River...
Our story begins thousands of years ago, in the
time of kings, when people believed that death
was the start of a new life.
A nobleman is getting ready for his journey to
the afterlife. He dreams of a special folding
stool to take with him to his tomb."



Mahi: “Hello! I come to

the carpentry workshop

to order a special folding

stool .”

Seno: “Welcome! Don’t

worry, I will craft a

strong and beautiful

folding stool exactly as

you wish.”

Nefru: “Ooh! That sounds

fun! Can I help, Dad.”



Willow

Seno: “We have local wood:
acacia, sycamore, willow…

 Or imported: ebony, cedar,
cypress.

 Which one do you want?
 And what design?”

Mahi: “I choose cedar! 
It’s strong,  and lasts a very long time!
 Let the legs be like a goose or duck

head—They bring new life in the
afterworld!

 And don’t forget… inlaid the head by
ivory!” 



Nefru: “Dad, can you
teach me how to
make a stool?”

Seno: “Of course, 
my little one!

 We start by choosing
 the right tree.” 

“And this cedar tree
can grow up to 40

meters tall. It also has
a lovely pinkish-brown

color!”

“Its wood is strong and
smells nice—great for
boats, chests, statues
and special furniture!”



Nefru: “Dad, what
happens after we
choose the tree?”

Seno: “First, we chop down
the tree carefully… by
bronze axe. Then the

workers slice the logs into
big wooden planks by using

large saw.”



Seno: “Look, Nefru.
Everyone here has a

special job. 
Order is the secret to

perfect work.”Nefru: “Dad, I see
many workers here."

“This is how we make furniture. We
drill holes in the wood, bend and shape
it carefully, smooth it to be nice, join
the pieces tightly, use glue to keep
them stuck, decorate it, paint, add

soft leather, protect with varnish, and
add beautiful inlays like ivory and

gems. Then it’s all done — the
furniture is ready! ”



Nefru: "Dad, what
kinds of tools do
we use to make

furniture?"

A&B. Adzes

C. Awl

D. Axes 

E. Bow drill 

F&G. Chisels

K&L. Saws

M&N. Scribing and marking tools

O&P. Sharpening stone and oil flask

Q. Smooth stone

H&I&J. Measuring tools

Seno: “We use
many tools like....”



Worker: “Just one
last step: adding the
leather seat, and it

will be ready!”

Seno: "Here is the
folding stool —

carefully crafted."

Nefru: "Wow!
It looks

amazing!"

"Thanks! That’s a
great stool."



Seno: “Hello! I’m
starving!"

Nefru: “Mom, today
I learned how a

stool is made step
by step."

Mother: “Welcome back!
 Alright, Nefru, come to
eat… and tell me, what
did you learn today?"



Page 4: Carpenters at Work, Egypt, Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), New Kingdom, 18  dynasty
(ca. 1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 35.101.1.

th

Page 7 (upper image): Scene of felling trees and chopping the branches by the axes, Egypt, Beni-Hassan, Tomb of Khnum-
Hotep III at Beni-Hassan, 12th dynasty; Abdallah Abd Elhamid, M. Woodworking Techniques in Ancient Egypt. In Wood
Industry - Impacts and Benefits [Working Title]; IntechOpen, 2025. https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.1006913; (after
Newberry, plate XXIX). 

Page 7 (lower image): Sawing a Plank, Egypt, Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), New Kingdom, 18
dynasty (ca. 1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 31.6.18. 

th

Page 8 A: Trimming Wood with an Adze, Egypt, Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), New Kingdom,
18  dynasty (ca. 1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 31.6.28. th

Page 8 B: Carpenter Making a Chair, Egypt, Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), New Kingdom, 18
dynasty (ca. 1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 31.6.29.

th

Page 8 C: Carpenter with Tools (wooden box represented in front of him), Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire
(TT 100), New Kingdom, 18  dynasty (ca. 1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 31.6.12.th

Page 8 D: Leather Working, Thebes, Sheikh Abd el-Qurna, Tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), New Kingdom, 18  dynasty (ca.
1504–1425 B.C), © The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Public Domain), 31.6.14.

th

Page 9: Carpentry tools in ancient Egypt; Abdallah Abd Elhamid, M. Woodworking Techniques in Ancient Egypt. In Wood
Industry - Impacts and Benefits [Working Title]; IntechOpen, 2025. https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.1006913. 

Page 10: Folding Stool, Egypt, Thebes, New Kingdom, © The Trustees of the British Museum (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 licence),
EA2477.
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