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Have you ever looked at a piece of furniture in
your home and wondered how much of an
ancient civilization’s spirit it carries?

Now on display in the daily life gallery of the British Museum 1s a
remarkable wooden folding stool, one of the finest surviving examples
of ancient Egyptian furniture. It is believed to have been discovered
in a tomb at Thebes (modern-day Luxor) during the 1820s, and was
acquired by British diplomat and collector Henry Salt through
Sotheby’s in London, listed as Lot 658 in the 1835 auction.(Before
the issuance of the Egyptian Antiquities Protection Law)

This stool, with its refined folding legs ending in duck or goose heads
inlaid with 1vory, showcases the peak ol ancient Egyptian carpentry
during the New Kingdom. Woodworking in ancient Egypt was more
than a craft—it was an art. Carpenters selected both local and imported
woods and used precise joinery techniques without nails, demonstrating
exceptional skill and creativity.

In ancient Egypt, furniture was more than a functional item—it
reflected social status, 1dentity, and religious symbolism. Today, these
timeless designs continue to mspire modern designers. Displayed
here 1s a contemporary remterpretation of the ancient Egyptian folding
stool, echoing its elegant lines, angled legs, and sculpted terminals.
This creative dialogue between past and present 1s not just a revival
of form; 1t affirms the enduring vitality of Egyptian craftsmanship
and 1ts relevance In today’s design landscape.
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Folding Stool

By the New Kingdom, the folding stool had become
a fashionable piece of furniture in both homes and tombs.
This particular stool, likely from the tomb of a wealthy
individual, reflects the high level of craftsmanship in Egyptian
furniture making. It features legs ending in carefully carved
duck or goose heads, inlaid with ivory, symbolizing a new life.
Traces of its original leather seat remain. Remarkably, folding
stools continue to be used in Egypt today.

New Kingdom (1550-1069 B.C), Thebes (Luxor now), Egypt, Wood /Ivory, EA2477.
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© The Trustees of the British Museum, EA6042. © The Trustees of the British Museum, EA22834.
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Carpentry in Ancient Egypt

Carpentry tools plaved a key role in fumiture-making since the ; ; -
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The Folding Stool: The Evolution of Furniture ‘. T . . 3
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I'he design of stools in ancient Egypt evolved significantly, with various —=S38 == a—=l5 s oty Ayl e 42 2Bl penal Doa
sivles used in both daily and religious life. Early stools were made from =54 bgslaadoad o Aol 5 8 sa gl Sloaldl 8 Cuansl il g LIS
stone blocks and tree trunks, but by the New Kingdom, the folding stool Jal 2alall jgladd Suall A gall = Jsal ad el Faiag CRPEES
appeared with a refined and practical design, featuring decorative &l (wgs; d—ed dlen ;oalia; T Loc 5 583 2 toaly ;—L']—i
clements like duck-head ends inlaid with ivory, zhadl Aaa kol




Museum

The British

CY LM T Mewspape

Clevsione-Mast Collecton, DO Californse Museum of
" " Photography, UC Riverside:
Ear:p*entr}r. A Renewed Heritage and B padaaa A s y 30524 & 5f 25 hail)
a Living Craft o 1
' i - = . Wk o - 1 - el - : - d e T 5 i
Carpentry is a traditional crafi that endures due 1o its adapability and & gl ae S e LS 8 el d gt e AplB A e sl
preserved manual nature. Practiced in local workshops with simple tools s Sl gl @ glaca &5 8wt ggadl Ladls e Ll sl

=
and m]u_:mcd tc.chm.q.ua:s. it balances function qnd acsthetics, SUPPOTLS 2 o | e ) WP P e 1) SN IR (o S PR i
cconomic sustainability, preserves cultural heritage, and continues 1o

5 [ - " e 1 t e ,op e
inspirec modern designers. i ealaall pesnaall aglip o SN 20 1 e Jaliadl g dolatEy




? Sit Like Egyp’r'\ans



Sit Like Egypﬂans



Folding Stool, Thebes (Luxor now), Egypt, New Kingdom (1550-1069 B.C).

Made of wood, inlaid with ivory.

Probably from the tomb of an important and wealthy individual, the stool reflects the high level of craftsmanship
in ancient Egyptian furniture-making.

Department of Egypt & Sudan, EA 2477, Gallery 61.

© The Trustees of the British Museum.



THE FOLDING STCCOL'S JOURNEY:
HQDE WITH SKILL, TREASURED FOREVER




Characters

e Seno - The head carpenter. He leads the workshop and knows how to make fine furniture.

e Nefru - Seno's curious daughter. She loves learning how things are made.
e Mahi - A nobleman preparing for his afterlife. He orders a special folding stool.

 ® The Workers - Skilled hands who each have their own role in making the chair.

&% ;& e The Mother - Nefru's kind and supportive mother at home.




~ "In Thebes, by the Nile River...
> Our story begins thousands of years ago, in the
time of kings, when people believed that death

was the start of a new life.
A nobleman is getting ready for his journey to
I' the afterlife. He dreams of a special folding
| stool to take with him to his tomb."
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-t Seno: “Welcomel Don’t

‘ Mahi: “Hellol T come to

worry, I will craft a
the carpentry workshop
strong and beautiful
to order a special folding
folding stool exactly as

¥ NeFru: “Oohl That sounds |
funl Can I help, Dad.”




Seno: “We have local wood:

Mahi: “I choose cedar!

acacia, sycamore, willow...
S ’ It's strong, and lasts a very long timel

Or imported: ebony, cedar, Let the legs be like a goose or duck

cypress.

head-They bring new life in the CYPRESS

Which one do you want?

ft dl
And what design?” arterwor

And don't forget... inlaid the head by

ivoryl”
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Seno: “Of course “And this cedar tree

‘ |
my little onel can grow up to 40

We start by choosing
the right tree.”

meters tall. It also has

a lovely pinkish-brown

color!”

Nefru: “Dad,
etru: "Uaq, can you “Its wood is strong and

teach me how to ,
smells nice—great for

’)n
make a stool® boats, chests, statues

and special furniturel”




Seno: “First, we chop down
the tree carefully.. by
bronze axe. Then the

workers slice the logs info

big wooden planks by using

large saw.”

Nefru: “Dad, what

happens after we
choose the tree?”







Seno: “We use

Nefru: "Dad, what
kinds of tools do

we use to make

many tools like....”

o~
ARB.  Adzes F&G.  Chisels (! )

furniture?”

C. Awl K&L. Saws \
# |
—. D. Axes M&N. Scribing and marking tools
\
th st
E Bow dril Q. Smooth stone

O&F Sharpening stone and oil flask HAI1&J. Measuring tools



Worker: “Just one
last step: adding the
leather seat, and it
will be ready!”

Seno: "Here is the /- S

folding stool -

carefully crafted.’

Nefru: ”Wow!
It looks

amazing!”




MOH'\GI“: C(Welcome back! I..:rl ;I_-:_.- "I-_.'-‘

Alright, Nefru, come to
Seno: “Hello! I'm

starvingl”

eat.. and tell me, what

\ did you learn today?”

Nefru: “Mom, today
I learned how a
stool is made step
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Irimnamg Waoud wiih an Adee, the Tomb ol RekEanm
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A mssdel of a chorpentry workshap from
thie tomb of Meket-Re in Thebes



A group of woDdworking toois
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